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SENATE BI LL 6797

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Jacobsen

Read first time 01/24/2006. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to creating the Washi ngton state enpl oyee di saster
recovery task force; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that Washi ngton state
enpl oyees inpacted by disasters caused by all hazards, whether natural,
technol ogical, or human caused, can be greatly helped by effective
support fromtheir enployer. There are many opportunities in which an
enpl oyer can provide support, including enployer to enpl oyee, enployer-
coordi nated enpl oyee to enpl oyee, and enployer in conjunction with or
on behalf of their inpacted enployees to I|ocal governnents and
charitable organizations. Washington state may be able to
significantly enhance disaster recovery plans by review ng plans put
t oget her by businesses in Washi ngton state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The Washington state enpl oyee disaster
recovery task force is established.

(2) The task force is conmposed of the foll ow ng nenbers:

(a) The director of the departnent of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent or the director's designee;
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(b) The director of the Washington state mlitary departnent or the
director's designee;

(c) The governor or the governor's designee;

(d) A representative of the Washington state federation of state
enpl oyees; and

(e) The director of the departnment of personnel or the director's
desi gnee.

(3) The task force shall convene by July 1, 2006. Upon conveni ng,
the task force shall select a chair to preside over task force neetings
and a vice-chair to preside in the chair's absence.

(4) Staff to the task force nust be provided by the departnent of
comunity, trade, and econoni c devel opnent. Upon request by the task
force, any state agency nust provide information within the scope of
the task force's work.

(5 Menbers of the task force shall be reinbursed for travel
expenses under RCW 43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The Washington state enployee disaster
recovery task force shall, upon convening, examne the findings and
recommendations of the Wyerhaeuser handbook "Hurricane Katrina
Rebuil ding a Conmunity: An Enployer's @uide to Assisting Enployees™”
and all other information that may be pertinent to disaster recovery
for Washington state enployees. The task force shall report its
findings to the relevant commttees of the legislature that deal with
state and | ocal governnent issues by Decenber 1, 2006.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The Washington state enployee disaster
recovery task force and its powers and duties term nate June 30, 2007.

~-- END ---
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